
 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES 

 

January 17, 2022 

 

The Special Meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the Township of Upper St. Clair, duly 

advertised and posted in accordance with law, was called to order at approximately 8:30AM, 

Monday, January 17, 2022, in the Board of Commissioners’ Meeting Room, Township Municipal 

Building, 1820 McLaughlin Run Road, Upper St. Clair, PA 15241. 

 

PRESENT: Commissioner Paoly  President (via audio) 

Commissioner Plutko  Vice President (via audio) 

Commissioner Burlingame (via audio) 

Commissioner Enck  

Commissioner Orchowski 

  Commissioner Thomas 

          

Matthew R. Serakowski Township Manager 

Mark S. Mansfield  Assistant Township Manager 

  Mark P. Romito  Director of Finance 

  Irving S. Firman  Township Attorney 

  Laura Long   Recording Secretary 

  

 

ABSENT: Commissioner Pardini 

 

 

PUBLIC:  No public was in attendance. 

 

 

CITIZENS’ COMMENTS 

 

None. 

 

INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 

 

Discussion Re. Response to the Preliminary 2022 Reapportionment Plan for the Commonwealth of 

Pennsylvania. 

Commissioner Paoly stated that the Board has received a draft of a letter that has been prepared to 

respond to the Preliminary 2022 Reapportionment Plan for the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and 

opened the floor for discussion. 

 

Commissioner Burlingame asked questions regarding: 

 

• How often the redistricting process occurs 

• How redistricting would change the operational functions of the Township 

• If the Township has ever been split into separate districts 

• The potential negative impact to Township operations regarding the redistricting 
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In response, Commissioner Orchowski stated that the redistricting process is completed every ten 

years.  Mr. Serakowski stated that he suspects there would be little impact to the operational 

functions of the Township, noting that Staff would need to communicate with two State 

Representatives instead of one.  Mr. Serakowski mentioned that this would be the first time the 

Township would be split into two separate districts during his tenure.  Commissioner Orchowski 

stated that redistricting would create confusion with voters and communicating with two separate 

State Representatives could create a negative impact if there are differences of opinion.   

 

Commissioner Orchowski recommended that the letter should be edited to include the additional 

points regarding voter confusion and communicating with two State Representative offices. 

 

Commissioner Burlingame stated that he does not support the letter, mentioning that it could look 

highly political and not grounded on a specific issue that would affect our Local Government. 

 

In response, Commissioner Enck shared the Township has always been unified in one political 

subdivision and no information has been shared as to why the proposed realignment is splitting the 

Township into separate districts.  She shared that this is the comment period, and although we may 

not have the final say, there is an obligation to state our opinion. 

 

Commissioner Orchowski indicated that since there has not been any justification given for the 

proposed splitting of districts, a point should be included in the letter to state that the Township is 

not aware of any justification in splitting districts. 

 

Commissioner Paoly stated that he thinks the letter is well written as it stands and asked the Board 

if anyone had any additional points to make regarding this topic. 

 

Commissioner Plutko shared support to adding the additional point on voter confusion and asking 

for a justification as to why the districts would be split. 

 

MOTION AND VOTE TO APPROVE THE LETTER WITH ADDITIONAL CHANGES 

Commissioner Paoly asked for a motion to approve the letter with additional changes.  

Commissioner Orchowski motioned to include the language with the three provisions 

regarding voter confusion, practical communications with two opposing representatives, and 

asking for justification.  This was seconded by Commissioner Thomas and carried with a 5-

1 voice vote.  Commissioner Burlingame cast the negative vote. 

 

 

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 

 

 

Commissioner Orchowski commended the Public Works Staff for their level of service regarding 

road conditions in response to the recent winter storms.  Commissioner Paoly shared his agreement 

and also commended the Staff. 
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ADJOURNMENT 

 

 

Commissioner Enck moved to adjourn the Special Meeting of the Board of Commissioners, which 

was seconded by Commissioner Thomas.  This was approved by a 6-0 voice vote and the meeting 

was adjourned at approximately 8:53AM.  

 

Laura Long 

Recording Secretary 

January 17, 2022 

 

 

 

 

 


